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FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla, Jan.
23 (AP) — A helicopter that was
being used to spray herbicides in the
Everglades clipped the top of a 300-
foot radio tower today and crashed,
killing all four people aboard.

The helicopter, operated by Air
Center Helicopters of St. Thomas,
V.L, was under contract to the South
Florida Water Management District.

*“The rotor clipped the tower about
20 feet from the top,” said Parker
Priest, who saw the accident from
his airboat. “'At that time, I saw the
helicopter headed straight for the

| Four Are K illc;d in Florida Helicopter Crash

ground, and pieces of the rotor were
coming off and flying straight below
the tower.”

The top of the tower fell over, guy
wires snapped and the three passen-
gers were thrown out. The pilot’s
body was still inside the helicopter
after the crash.

The passengers, who were wear-
ing waders, .were to have been
dropped off to spray herbicides on
melaleucas, an Australian tree that
has displaced native Everglades
vegetation.
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"Collide in Air

73 AreKilled |
As 2 Copters

Over Israel

By SERGE SCHMEMANN

JERUSALEM, Feb. 4 — Two Is-
raeli helicopters ferrying soldiers to
south Lebanon collided in midair this
evening over the northern Geliiee,
killing all 73 men on board in the
worst military air disaster in Israeli
history.

Military officials said there was no
immediate explanation of what had
caused the crash of the two Sikorsky
CH-53 transport helicopters, known
as Yasurs in the Israeli military. The
weather in northern Israel was
cloudy but not stormy, and the night-
time flight was routine.

The accident stunned the nation.
The toll far exceeded the 27 deaths
recorded in Israel’s buffer zone in
south Lebanon in all of 1996, or the 54
fatalities in the last such accident,
the crash of a helicopter on a train-
ing flight on May 10, 1977.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu declared the disaster **t00
heavy to bear,” and he canceled a to
Jordan scheduled for Wednesday
and a meeting with Yasir Arafat, the
Palestinian leader, on Thursday.

. King Hussein and Mr. Arafat called
Mr. Netanyahu to express condo-
lences.

Both Israeli television channels in-
terrupted their broadcasts and fo-
cused on the disaster, showing bodies
being carried from the burning tan-
gle of rotors, metal and rifies.

The crash occurred shortly after 7
P.M. over the small farming commu-
nity of Shaar Yishuv, several miles

e e e e e

BY ./ wesrsank | JORDAN
The New Yok Times |

Shaar Yishuv was the site of a '
midair helicopter collision.

.
-—
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* east of Qiryat Shemona. Many resi-
- dents thought the explosions were 2
- Katyusha rocket attack from Leba-

. T non and initially rushed for bomb

~ shelters.

- One licopters crashed into

l____wn:._L____nrtﬁM*WW

- ablaze. But the house was vacall,
'and no civilians were killed. The sec-

- ond helicopter went down 500 yards

. further into a stream, burrowing

. deep into the mud.

- Rina Castelnuovo, a freelance pho-
tographer, who frequently works for
The New York Times was driving
with her family near Shaar Yishuv at
the time of the crash and witnessed a
large fireball.

“When 1 approached, the house
was on fire and the helicopter was
engulfed in smoke,” she said. “Bod-
fes were being lined up alongside the
house, about 30. There was great
confusion. Ambulances were arriv-
ing. Armored personnel carries were
trying to close off the area. Some
local people were walking around
confused.”

Six and a half hours later, Defense
Minister Yitzhak Mordechal and sen-
jor military commanders held a
press conference in Tel Aviv anc
announced that only 25 bodies had
been identified so far. They said that
the dead were 65 soldiers and 8 crew-
men, and that 13 of them were offi-
cers.

Mr. Mordechai, whose last com-
mand in the army before his retire-
ment was in southern Lebanon, was
clearly shaken. ‘‘Right now we re-
turned from the north, and we saw

the images and the great fire, and-

the heart is indeed burned from
these sights,” he said.

The Minister said he had appoint-
ed a commission of inquiry that
would begin its work at 7 AM. on
Wednesday. Officials said the heli-
copters had not carried flight record-
ers. .
Lieut. Gen. Amnon Shahak, the

Army Chief of Staff, and Maj. Gen.

Eitan Ben-Eliahu, who flanked Mr.

‘Mordechai at the press conference,

said they did not yet know what had

caused the collision. General Ben-

Eliahu said there was no indication

of mechanical failure and the flights

were on schedule.

Military commentators inter-
viewed on Israeli television noted
that military helicopters routinely
turn off all their lights when ap-

. proaching the Lebanese border to
avoid being spotted by Hezbollah
guerrillas on the other side.

The Israeli Army has maintained
a nine-mile-wide buffer zone in
southern Lebanon since 1985, and
Hezbollah, an Shiite Muslim milita
also known as the Party of God. has
waged a constant guerrilla battle
against the Israelis.
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1 dies, 3 are injured
aboard corporate craft

A eomanle helicopter spun wildly out of control
at a Midtown heliport last night, slamming into
an embankment and plunging into the East River

~— killing one man

and injuring the three others
on X
A ::r executive of Colgate-Paimolive — chief echno-

officer Craig Tate, 51, of New Cansan, Conn. —

}loig‘dd'lhemmk.

Pilot Edward Thurn and

James Serafino were criti-
cally hurt. Pilot Rick Bird
was loss seriously injured.
The Eurocopter BK 117,
owned by Colgate, had just
dropped off two p »
at the 60th Street beliport
and picked up two more for
a trip to White Plains when
disaster struck at about

,” said Bruce

Miller, who was walking

‘I}“i? dog slong the water-
t. R

off and pull the passengers
out.”

Because there was only &
foot of Vilibili!);h h:’ the
48-degree water, the divers
had w feel their way
through the rescue.

“Inside, the cral was
black,” Drzal said.

“We might as well have
had our eyes closed,” Tallef-
sen added.

Tate was "&mmunced
dead at New York Hospital.

Thurn, 52, and Serafino,
44, were in critical condi-
tion at the aame hospital.

The second pilet, Bird, 50,
was in stable condition at

. Metropolitan Hospital.

He told hospital workers
the rudder maifunctioned.

The BK 117 is built by &
German-Japanese consor-
tium, MBB-Kawasaki. It is
widely used as & corporate
and medical-transport air-
craft.

Bob Murray. a spokesman
at Colgate's Park Avenue
headquarters, said: “We
have two helicopters. They
are used primarily to take
from our corpo-

. Two_men d to
g were ing onto
p bmkme:‘t:p‘ said

the. em
Miller. He gave his s

leash to & cop and the heli.
port manager, who used it

hauled out with a rope.

But the .other two men
aboard the copter remained
submerged until they were
g:;lled out by police and fire

vers.

*] saw the le bangin;
on the inside when 1:"'“5

ging slong the water. °I
in so badly
to get them out.”

NYPD diver John Drzal
ssid he and his partner,
Eric Tollefsen, “found the
helicopter completely up-
side down” wunder the
water, with two men inside.

,lud_ther?wni

5’\5‘# ‘graft was ipangléd” |

¢ere dyg oto the wand.: !
Ve had wx'ﬁn"doo
g X IER AR
YAl e W e N

Tate bud%unmn 0 our re-
search-and-development (a-
cility in Piscataway.

*It's _like o shuttle that
goes ali day long.”

He said the chopper that
Mld ed was lboulp'f years
old.

passengers
off atthe E.
St. heliport




NEW YORK POST, WEDNESDAY, APRK 18, 1997 ) * 3

Region is
no stranger
fo these
tragedies

By BllL SANDERSON .
ond BILL HOFFMANN .

Helicopter disasters have
plagued the metropolitan
area for years.

It's 8 trend that doesn't
surprise many New York-
ers who believe helicopters
sre 8 lot more dangerous
than planes — a perception
pilots say reslly isn't true.

“Helicopters are really just
as sife ax plnns."b‘ com-
oo o WS Bikn. Derek
are 8 million things that cun
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RACK AGAINST DEATH:

W May 1. 1988: A Japancwe
MMfmﬂﬂwwmmdmmmmmmMM.y. Michast Alsxander d,“g'w‘;ﬁ;,"f’fnp‘fm::'m
1 n ] nlo the East River near the
' ’ ’ 34th Street Heliport
1 Feb. 10, 1990: Five people
, | were rescued when & tounst
hehcop]the.r went dow;'mud‘:
East River near the
By CRSTORER FANCESCAN,  sbe apotted the aircadt 15 | the heliport into the water,  Siroet Heliport. Ove victim,
YGA o2 in te air and new in- | “/Small pieces started falling off Celia Sarna, & purse 13yearcldboy, later ded.
ond TRACY CONNOR stantly that something was P g Long Ialand, wes standing on  ,8.5¢ 2 L Long
The firt sign that socme. -%i%mn&n and blue sparks were coming B ruiers gy newr Stk B s et
thing was wrong was the ﬁww'hm fmmfhopropoller." MONICA CIMACHOWICZ &'&“A%‘.‘ﬁu‘? mﬂt"'&::;m
S .. . started falling | CENE——————————— never o ned Three
g I T L e ————— e g oo iy S T e Gl 8
S etes vy Tl &7 e BReELSIIE S SRS L OneY Tl pljiard 3 T Gt
L . . cover. e sure
the waterfront heliport " 800 the pllt end fice lnd luvm( &n ﬁl: :.ndm“bu&wun -%mmmhw:: m&“ﬁ';;ﬁ,“:,“ﬁ"‘ﬁ&
‘It was totally ot of con- terrifying  come flying through win- It fast. I smi " said Julie Ragusa, N eudow.
RESRATRE mIITTe e G el St b oot Rl 1 s
RN G o bt e, P, ackad the - The ruh v complealy B’ - About 10 mimutee later, po- " W Aug. 31, 19%0: A oo-pilot
Morics  Crmachowies, - 8 oo Lagoet between watar N%nﬂndmmwu %mtrm lice divers brought up two died when a Coast Guard
fight attendant, was joggi The rear rotor broke off and  listed to one side and, within m site and offered help.  *They were blue in the face E’m‘”" m’.’,“'m"..,,d entrance 16
akong the rivers -dpw vrent soaring into the heliport  seconds, i disappeared into People bfe rafts from and limp," Samo said. New York Harbor.
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mourn devoted dad

The Colgate-Palmolive ex-
ecutive killed in yesterday’s
chopper crash spent his en-
tire career with the com-
Fany - working his way up

rom product manager to a
l.og international executive.

hief technologica) officer
Craig Taw, 51 — listed
fifth on the company’s ros-
ter of corporate officers —
died of a heart attack after
the hehcogwr spun out of
control and crashed.

In the New Caanan,
Conn., neighborhood where
Tate, his wife Sherry and
their four children” have
lived for 20 years, residents
were in shock.

atever you would
want to say that's nice
about a n, that's what
you would say about him,”
ssid one woman, who asked
that her name not be

printed.
William  Luckie had
known Tate for 10 years.
“He was a nice guy”
Luckie said. *He had a
lai family with a jot of
ch‘;ﬁnm is is wvery
tragic.”

A graduate of Stanford
University with an MBA
from = Dartmouth, Tate
Joined Colgate in 1969 as a
product manager.

He was named marketing
director of Colgate-UK. in
1977. Three years later, he

became general manager of - ?vu're alive.” o i
LGo!gn pnin:-—-nx?:-— -'1-wn-':o‘-uond when 1 -
erim 1081 be becarse W VICE £ O F LIV O™y s aaid.

;  ;President of the company's lurgk ightpare,” |«
global ~ busineds-develop-  Bind: 50, has worked for

{ ment group in charge of Colgate-Palmolive for two
dental care products. Five decades i

+

other high-ranking
Colgate -employee in the
licopter was James Sera.
fino, of Stamford, Conn.,
the company’s vice presi-
dent associate genera)
d ] for‘ globa! busi
and technology. .
Serafino _og:dm had been
ident of the Stamford
m—d of Education — was
critically injured.
“Jim's & terrific family
man, married with two
sons,” family friend Mi-
chael Cacace eaid.

* He said Serafino, w

ho
worked for Nestle Fosds be.
fore joining Colgate, had no
fear of flying.

Colgate * pilot Edward
Thurn, of Sparta, NJ., was
also in critical condition.

A second pilot, Rick Bird,
of Morristown, N.J., was in
stable condition.

Bird's wife, Susan, said:

“He was 80 happy to see
e, and I said to him, Tm
00 glad youre OK and

, she said.

- ~~NEW YORK POST, “WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16~ 1997
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loash so that rescuers coukd pull victims

v

LIFESAVER: Bruce Miller volunteered his dog Max's
from the

murky waters of the East River. Sam Costarzs
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Divers took pl

By LARRY SUTTON .
snd CORKY SIEMASZXO

Dalty News Stalf wiiters

Police divers leaped into
the choppy East River yester-
day knowing they had only
minutes to find two trapped
helicopter passengers.

“We went down about 35
feet,” said Officer John Drzal.
“The helicopter was stuck in
the mud upside down. You
couldn't see anything It was
all black down there.

Drzal said that al! he and bis
partner, Eric Tollefsen, could
do m"“feel around using our

nds.

Groping in the murky
depths, it took the divers sev-
eral seconds to find the cock-
pit of the 43-foot-long Euro-
copter BK 117.

After several more seconds
of searching, Drzal found what
he'd been looking for — an un-

jous man in busi at-

tire,
e e e oy
en over to my
er,” said Drzal. Then, “1
ound a second man and I took
him Both were unconscious
and floating in the cabin.”
Drial said they “‘pulled
them out and up.
“Fortunately, the helicopter
was very close to the sea wall

0 people could grabthem and
take them away,” said Drzal
“We went back down one more
time to see ifthere was anyone
else in there. But it was empty,
30 we came back up.”

Less than an bour earlier,
Drzal and Tollefsen had been
winding down afier a 10-mile
g when they were called.

eir hearts started racing

\DQ(\V

ny

passeng

unge, saved 2
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in
“We heard the alarm and
went straight into the belicop-
ter,” said Drzal, who is based

at Brookiyn's Fioyd Bennett

Field.

Notw s

GLANEDISE DAVES DALY NEW?

Corps of Engineers crane last night.
“It's fully equipped for situ-  they were heading for the Eas
ations like this.” River. ’

On the five-minute flight to
Manhattan, the divers
changed out of sweat suits,
donned wet suits and tearned

Hwvc P15 §

Drzal has been with the Po
lice Department for 11 years
Tollefsen is a 10-year veteras
of the force.
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Executive Dies in East River Copter Crash

Continued From Page Bl

water. “It just didn't sound right
when it was taking off,” Ms. Ci-
mashowitz said. ““It didn’t sound like
it had enough power. It looked like it
was fighting against the wind.”

She said she could see the people
inside the helicopter when it was still
up in the air. “They knew it was
going down,” said Ms. Cimashowitz,
a Trans World Airlines flight attend-
ant.

“‘They were trying to get out,” she
said. “I saw them knocking on the
-windows. They were trying to get out.
They looked terrified.”

- By the time police divers and
Emergency Medical Service work-
ers arrived, the pilot and co-pilot had
got out of the helicopter, but the two
JPassengers were stuck inside the hel-

icopter in the darkness of 35 feet of
water.

“We couldn’t see anything,” said
Police Officer John Drzal, a member
of the police scuba team that came to
the scene from Floyd Bennett Field.
It was black.”

The officers said they searched for
an opening in the helicopter, broke
the door off its hinges and pulled out
the two unconscious passengers.

Mr. Tate was pronounced dead on
arrival at the New York Hospital
from cardiac arrest. The other pas-
senger, Jim Seraphino of Stamford,
Conn,, a vice president in the legal
department at Colgate-Palmolive,
was in cardiac arrest when he was
rescued and was listed in critical
condition. The pilot, Edward Thurn,
52, of Sparta, N.J., apparently experi-
enced respiratory arrest after escap-
ing the helicopter and was listed in

By DAVID M. HERSZENHORN

Craig B. Tate, the executive
who died yesterday in the crash of
a Colgate-Palmolive Company
helicopter, was a driven corpo-
rate man who climbed the compa-
ny ladder and an equally driven
family man who enjoyed barbe-
cues and pool parties with his
family, neighbors in Connecticut
said last night.

Mr. Tate, who was pronounced
dead of cardiac arrest upon arriv-
al at New York Hospital-Cornell
Medical Center, was pulled from
the wrecked helicopter in the
murk of the East River together
with James M. Serafino, 44, a
lawyer for Colgate-Palmolive,
who survived the crash.

Mr. Serafino, who is married
with two children and is also from

tion at the hospital last night.
Robert A. Murray, vice presi-
dent for‘corporate relations at
Coigate-Palmolive, said the heli-
copter had fiown to New York
from the company’s development
plant in Piscataway, N.J., and
was headed to White Plains. But
he would not release information
on the victims of the crash, citing
concern for their families.

Short Trip Home From Plant
Ends in Tragedy for Executive

Connecticut, was in critical condi- -

But newspaper clippings and
corporate reference books show
that at Colgate-Palmolive, the
multibillion-doliar consumer
products manufacturer, Mr. Tate,
who was in his §0’s, rose to the
position of chief technical officer,
according to the Standard &
Poor’s Register.

But while dedicated to his work,
which often sent him traveling
around the world, his neighbors
said, he loved to be at home on his
leafy street in New Canaan,
Conn., where there was a swim-
ming pool in the backyard.

“‘I used to take the train home
with him from New York every
day and he would bury himself in
his work because he said when he
got home he wanted to spend all
his time with his family, helping
his kids with their homework,” -
said Joseph Espeso, who has lived .
across the street from Mr. Tate
for 14 years. S

Mr. Serafino, Colgate-Palm-
olive’s vice president and senior
associate general counsel for
technology and marketing, lives
with his wife and two children in
Stamford, the same city where he
grew up, said his sister-in-law,
Sally Serafino. .

HwNvTC Drei

critical condition. The co-pilot, Rick
Bird, of Whippany, N.J., was in stable
condition.

Mr. Murray, the Colgate-Palm-
olive spokesman, said the helicopter
had been owned by the company for
eight years and had no known main-
tenance problems. Jerome Hauer,
the director of the Mayor’s Office of
Emergency Management, said the
type of helicopter that crashed, made
by  Messerschmitt-Bolkow-Blohm
and Kawasaki, had a reputation for
durability and was favored as an
emergency aircraft. According to
Federal Aviation Administration
records, the helicopter was built in
1989 and registered to Colgate-Palm-
olive in February 1990.

Residents of the East Side said last
night that they had expressed in-
creasing safety concerns about the
growing helicopter traffic along the
East River. The East 60th Street
Metroport, which is operated by
Johnson Controls Inc. on land it
leases from the city, is one of two
heliports on the East Side of Manhat-
tan. In 1995, there were 22,833 take-
offs and Jandings from that heliport,
16 percent of all takeoffs and land-
ings from Manhattan’s four major
heliports.

“There’s too much helicopter traf-
fic for the city,” said Susan Natale, a
neighborhood resident who said she |
attended a local community board
meeting on the subject Monday
night. “It’s an environmental issue
and a safety issue.”

Karyn Margolis, a spokeswoman
for United States Representative
Carolyn B. Maloney of Manhattan
said last night,”This terrible tragedy
is a perfect demonstration of why we
need helicopter regulations in the
city. We're just lucky this helicopter
landed in the water and not in the
streets.” )

In recent weeks, residents and offi-
clals have met with representatives
of the FAA to express concern
about the helicopter traffic.

Last night, with the watery crash
scene lighted by spotlights from po-
lice boats, police divers readied the
helicopter to be fished from the riv-

‘er, and an Army Corps of Engineers

barge inoved into place and carried
the aircraft back to the heliport. -

The violent end to the brief flight
was etched in the metal. The tail of
the helicopter hung by wires. The left
side of the cabin' was dented and
gashed. The top of the helicopter was
torn open, its body riddled with
cracks.
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Philip Greenberg for the New York Times

Rescuers pulled the wreckage of a helicopter from the East River last night. The helicopter went down near
the Queensboro Bridge, the authorities said, killing a corporate executive and injuring three others aboard.

6 Copters Have Crashed in East River Since ’85

By TONY MARCANO

The East River has been the site of
six helicopter accidents in the last 12
years. And while the cause of yester-
day’s crash remains under investi-
gation, in most such helicopter acci-
dents around the city the culprit was
mechanical failure, rather than pilot
error. :

Four of the helicopter accidents in -

the East River since 1985 were at-
tributed to engine failure. In another
instance, the pilot told investigators
that a sudden gust of wind blew his
craft off course. _
Before yesterday’s crash, the most
recent incident was in October 1993,

| when four tourists -from Paris es-

caped injury when a sightseeing heli-
copter owned by Island Helicopter of
Garden City lost power and was
forced to make an emergency land-
ing in the East River near Wall
Street. Several months earlier, a hel-
icopter owned by the same Long
lslaqd company made an emergency
landing in Central Park under simi-
lar circumstances. !

MIVEOTrTIC M ma z ¢

T VS 34,000 employees work there.

Island Helicopter also owned three
helicopters that crashed between
1985 and 1990. All of those crashes
occurred at the East 34th Street Heli-
port and resulted in fatalities.

On April 27, 1985, a helicopter that
was taking off from the East 34th
Street Heliport plunged into the riv-
er. Three years later, a man was
killed and four others were hurt
when an Island Helicopter aircraft
crashed into the river while attempt-
ing to land at the same heliport. On
Feb. 11, 1990, a 14-year-old boy died

-after being trapped in the cold water

when a sightseeing helicopter went
down. It was in that incident that the
pilot cited weather-related problems.
In another incident involving an
Island Helicopter craft, five people
were rescued unharmed on April 1,
1991, when a helicopter whose engine
failed ditched in the East River. .
Island Helicopter, which also oper-
ates as the National Helicopter Cor-
poration of America, has long been a
nemesis of Manhattan residents. As
the main tenant of the East 34th
Street Heliport, it is responsible for

nearly 40 percent of the 400 daily
helicopter takeoffs and landings. at
the city’s four heliports, according to
a study by the city's Economic .De-
velopment Corporation. -

Traffic at all four heliports has
been on the rise, mostly because of
the increasing popularity of airborne
sightseeing tours. From 1994 to 1995,
the number of takeoffs and landings
increased by about 11 percent at the
East 34th Street and West 30th Street
Heliports, 2 percent at the East 60th
Street Heliport and 1.3 percent at the
Downtown Manhattan Heliport near
the Battery. !

Residents have long complained'
that the helicopter noise has been
excessive and have claimed that Na-
tional and other tour operators fly
low and slcw to allow better viewing.
for sightseers. Reuponding to those
complaints, the city, which owns the

East 34th Street Heliport, had at-.

tempted to cut by 50 percent the
number of flights there, but a Fed-'
eral judge ruled in January that the
city had insufficient grounds to justi-.
fy the restriction.

In New vork -
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ANGLED: Cops yesterday eye wreckage of the helicoptar thal crashed Into the

Pilots say crew probably |

didn’t have time to react

By BILL SANDERSON, - - -~ “dency is for the helicopter to go around _ In September 1993, the main roter
SUSAN RUBINOWITZ - . incircles,” said Frank Jensen, president - bellows — a rubber sleeve cove
* . ond IKIMULISA SOCKWELL  ~ gfthe International Helicopter Associa- :\ﬁo\ing parts on-the main rotor — fe

The crew of the helicopter “that - -Jensen, who has flown choppers for - Hancock said the main rotor bellows
jcrashed at the East 60th Street Heli- « 42 years, said pilots can land safely if was intact on the crashed copter.
. port grobab]y had too little time to re- - rear rotor failure occurs at higher alti- Two years ago, the FAA ordered Eu-
nd when their rear rotor malfunc- -tudes. S - _ rocopter to mog latches on the engine
tioned, vther pilots said yesterday. But Jensen said that because the Col- - access doors of BK-117s after five inci-
i National Transportation ‘Safety Eate-Palmolive chopper malfunctioned  dents in which the doors tore off. The
Board investigator Robert Hancock ©n takeoff, the pilots probably had no doomed copier's engine access doors
said witnesses heard a “loud bang” as time torespond. - . .  wereintact. -
. the chopper took off, spun around Federal Aviation Administration re-  After Tuesday's crash, the NYPD heli-
% twice and fell into the East River. _cords show egi]ot Rick Bird had never copter rescue unit at Floyd Bennet
The chopper’s rear rotor flew off into P€D involved in any aviation incidents, Field in Brooklyn was slerted. Two
“the heli pr?t?s terminal build: ::;xd ) whije the second pilot, Edward Thurn, chopper-borne divers arrived at 548
the entir'}emrear Totor glssemb]y f:l]ggﬂ” made an emergency landing in Staten p.m., 12 minutes afler the initial call. -

L, PTG

¢ : i i 1993. . , ic Tollefsen and John Drzal -~
Hancock declined _tg_speculate - out= éﬂﬁ«ﬁ  show v idne Tmbchahi-; "m‘qﬁ,,gdm&fm'am“ ‘:ﬁ,& i N sg:’
g hat exadlly went wrong: cal proble \:\%‘h 1@.%% ‘Euto X dowh d&?ﬁ"ﬁ’ét'ﬁf 3 —mﬁ: o
E ar ; . . -IT7cram. WO Colgate executives still inside.
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In vestigators Say Part beelicopter s Tail Broke Off

Before Fatal Crash Into Riv
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i The helicopter that crashed into the East River on Tuesday,
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By MONTE WILLIAMS

_ Craig B. Tate, the Coigate-Palm-
. “olive executive who died Tuesday
. When a company belicopter plunged
. into the East River, was as much a
-+ {amily man and & man of faith as he
.. was a businessman, -

i Mr. Tate, who was on his way to
© White Plains Alrport, climbed the
" corporate ladder in a 28-year career
* with Colgate-Paimolive, handling a
+ number of overseas assignments, in-
.. cluding a stint as vice president for

r
il g P

"Praise for Execu

‘global marketing. But friends say he .
still carved out time to belp his four .

A man who did not
put business before
family_ and faith. ,

bave the time. [ choose to make the
time, because it's important to
me'"” .

Robert Murray, a Colgate-Palm-
olive spokesman, who

once reported
to Mr. Tate, recalled him as ‘s great
intellect” and a great tennis player,
always carrying a tennis racket with
him on his global travels, Like Mr,

ability to juggle the professional and
the personal. i '

“He was an amazing person, a
bright hard worker, yet an incredible
family man, who had great love for
his wife and family, and was a valued

arrival at New York Hospital-Cor-
pell Medical Cetiter. He was pulled
from the wrecked helicopter in the
mourk of the East River together with
James M. Serafino, 44, a lawyer for
Colgate-Paimolive, who survived the

crash.

Mr. Serafino;, a Stamford, Conn.,
resident who is married and the fa-
ther of two children, was uncon-
sclous and remained in critical con-
dition yesterday in the hospital’s sur-
gical intenstve care unit. A hospital
spokesman said he was being treated
for respiratory fatiure, exposure, hy-

" pothermia and the effects of near-

" Wilburn, he was struck by Mr. Tate’s" -

“He is another wonderful Individ-
ual,”’ Mr. Murray said. “He was ter-
rific at simplifying eomplex legal

issues and making it understandable . }

to me 30 that I could explain it to the
media. And he did it with a
sense of humor.” Lo
- Outside the Tate home, a rambling
brown farmhouse-style colonial in
the Hoyt Farm section of New Ca-
naan, cars lined the street as friends

- and family members walked past a
. weeping cherry iree to pay their

respects t0 Mr. Tate's wife, Sharon,
and his children Andrew, 16, Meli

tive Who Died in Helicopter Crash

great .. ;

Associaied Preas

Craig B. Tate, 'S1, Colgate-Palm-
olive's chief technalogical officer.

14, and Carrie, 11. Another son,
Christopher, 20, a student at Stanford
, Mr. Tate’s alma mater,

- Was en route home from Caltfornia.

“He was much more mature than
the rest of us,” David McKane, a
friend since business schoo! at Dart.
mouth, said of the dead executive. *']
had a great deal of respect for him.
He was the kind of person who helped
you with everything. He was a first.

class guy with a first-class mind.”
The principal of New Canaan High
School, David E. Abbey, recalled how
Tate used his network of friends

Mr.
‘and business contacts to organize a

school choir's trips to Hong Kong and
South America.
“He was one of the ial

special peo-
- ple,” Mr. Abbey recalled. “He really

was.”

HNC
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.number dropped to 134,000, largely

Cause of East River Accident Still Unclear

By MATTHEW PURDY

Federal investigators said yester- .
day that the helicopter that plunged
into the East River Tuesday, killing a
corporate executive, crashed after a
three-foot section of the aircraft's
tail that included the rear rotor
broke off shortly after takeoff from
the 60th Street heliport.

Bob Hancock, an air safety investi-
gator for the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board, said the BK-117
helicopter was operating normally
unti! it was approximately 30 feet
above the heliport landing pad. At
that moment, a “loud bang’ and
sparks came from the rear of the
helicopter, and it spun to the right
before dropping upside down into the
river, he said. The tail section of the
helicopter flew through the window
of the heliport terminal building.

Mr. Hancock said there was no
indication that the helicopter, which
was owned by the Colgate-Palmolive
Company, hit the one-story heliport
bullding as it took off, which city
officials said Tuesday night was a
possible cause of the accident. Mr.
Hancock also said that the cockpit
controls appeared to be set appropri-
ately for takeoff, an indication the
two-man crew was following pro-
cedures. In addition, he said there
appeared to be no problem with the
helicopter’s engines.

Investigators interviewed Rick
Bird, the helicopter’s co-pilot, who
escaped without serious injuries and
was released from the hospital yes-
terday. The pilot, Edward Thurn, 52,
of Sparta, N.J., and one of the passen-
gers, James M. Serafino, 44, of Stam-
ford, Conn, a corporate lawyer for
Colgate-Palmolive, remaincd In crit-
ical condition yesterday at New York
Hospital-Cornell Medical Center af-
ter nearly drowning, according to a
statement from the hospital. Mr. Ser-
afino was unconscious, but Mr.
Thum had regained consciousness.

The crash took the life of Craig B.
Tate, 51, of New Canaan, Conn., Col-
gate's chief technical officer.

Although Mr. Hancock said inves- §
tigators had not determined what
caused the accident, the crash added ‘
fue!l to protests from residents and }
politicians from the East Side who
had been complaining of helicopter
traffic because of noise and safety
concerns.

While the debate intensifies, statis- 4
tics from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration show helicopter traffic
is actually lower in the city than it
was in 1990, when there were 164,800
takeoffs and landings. In 1991, the

the river late 'mesday night and Was
being stored in a hangar yesterday
at the heliport, just north of the
Queensboro Bridge. Its body, basbed
in atits rear and left side, restedgn a
huge dolly. And the tail section, rre-
moved by technicians after fishing
the aircraft from the river, sat;on
another dolly along with the ruptured
section of the tail and rear rotor that

was removed from the heliport bujld- )

ing.

Investigators sald a review of lhe
repair records for the helicopter did
not suggest any problems. Federal
records show that the helicopter pre-
viously experienced a few probletns,
including a cracked fuel line and a
maintenance hatch that once opened
in flight and hit the main rotor, but
there was no indication that any pre-
vious problem might have conmbut-
ed to Tuesday's accident.

Aviation experts described !he
BK-117 model as an efficient, safe
helicopter whose large cabin made it
popular as an emergency. medical
vehicle. Federal safety board
records show that there have been 10
crashes of that model since 1885 but
that most were blamed on pilots’
hitting objects, with only one attrib-
uted to a mechanical breakdown. But
in that crash, a piece of directional
control equipment was found to have
been improperly installed durmg a
maintenance session.

Frank Jensen, president of xhe
Helicopter Association International,
which represents helicopter opera-
tors and manufacturers, said the BK-
117 "is well proven to be a good,
stable performer.” Mr. Jensen said
that Colgate-Paimolive was a meém-
ber of his group and that he was
acquuinted with the helicopter that
crashed. He said the helicopter was
outfitted with special navigatiopal
and flight control equipment that
could be operated by a single pilot,
instead of a two-person crew. He said
such corporate aircraft were usually
very safe “‘because the C.E.O. wants
the best; they buy the best equip-
ment and they maintain it well.”:

As the investigation began in ear-
nest yesterday, opponents of helicop-
ter traffic in New York — who are
particularly incensed by noise from
sightseeing helicopters — said yes-
terday that the crash underscored
their concerns.

not cited as a cause of the crash,

X Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani last night
d reiterated that he wanted to reduce

helicopter traffic significantly in the
city. At a town meeting on the Upper
West Side last night, he promised

because many pilots went to the Per-

sian Gulf War, aviation officials said. |

Since then, traffic has risen to 154,000

takeoffs or landings last year, though

ll.hggt number was down 3,000 from
5.

Investigators said it could be a
week before they issued a prelimi-
nary report on what caused the acci-
dent. And yesterday they said they
did not know yet whether the helicop-
ter crashed because of an internal
mechanical problem or because
something, perhaps debris kicked up
during the takeoff, hit the aircraft.

The helicopter was hoisted from

“probably a 30 to 40 percent reduc-
tion’ in helicopter fiights in the next
' four or five months. He also said
there was a good chance that tourist
flights would be banned from the
34th Street heliport.

The helicopter traffic does not
bother everyore. Laurence Berg,
who lives on 57th Street between
First Avenue and Sutton Place and
was walking his dog near the heliport
yesterday, said: *“In all honesty, jt's
not that noisy. I'd rather that some-
thing be done about the 5 o’clock
traffic jam, with the horn blowing
and impatience, or the ambulances
and firetrucks that go by.”

Even though helicopter traffic was

CQ n+i
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Lbrush with death.
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F -Gokbora Uran, 30,
told The Post he was
tstill amazed he'd
rwalked away from the
shelicopter just before it
&spun wildly out of con-
“trol and crashed into
f&he East River — kill-

ing a colleague.

*I wouldnt say 1 feel
“Yucky,” said Uran, man-
pager of global information
stechnology for Colgate-
EPalmolive.

- “I would say I feel
tstrange. e minute, 1
rwas on the helicopter and

next minute, it.

#xrashed into the water.”
+ Uran and another em-
ployee, Jane Walton, were
ﬁ‘ding;on the helicopter
ith Craig Tate and
Wdames Serafino from a
- gpompany site in Piscata-
way, N.J., on Tuesday.
Uran and Walton got off
e copter at the 60th
potreet heliport while Tate

&

“FSTH ot

SHE AT duls

- A Colgate-Palmolive technology expert who
got off a helicopter seconds before it plunged
iinto the East River was back at work yester-
day, shaken and feeling “strange” about his

Reported by Lorry Celona,
Angela C. Allen, Angela .
Mosconi and Maria
Alvarez. Written by Cathy
Burke.

copter with [Walton]. We
started to walk away. The
helicopter never stopped.
There was a wall between

us and the water, and 1 -
turned around and I saw -

the helicopter lost control
in the air, and then I saw
it dive down head first
‘and then 1 heard it hit the
water.” .

Uran said he knew both
fellow -executive passen-
gers “by first name, but
not personally.”

“l -didn’t work with
them, but I feel bad for
them and for their fami-

“lies,” he said.

Walton refused to talk to
redporters about the trag-
e

Kt New York Hospital-
Cornell ‘Medical Center
the wife and daughter o
Serafino emerged after a
visit red-eyed and appear-

- ing -exhausted. Both re-
seconds - latery - Serafino, -

%1 arid ohe of two,co-pi- . 7
T e Ao

fused to talk to re

rters
before -

thet wekd nitked
& Whaukfed 0a-
SiE. LT,

o emash srirgs o

Apr:\ 17,1497 P'S-

Nevr ‘70%
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rate ezecu'tives at the
hoepital said they were prohib-
ited from talking about the
crash or Serafino's condition.
The hoepital said the surviv-
executive was in critical but
stable condition, and had yet 0
i sciousness. .
, b ilot cé’trilw;]rd Tlau;n, 52, also
- in critical condition.
w%it.llr': c:ere being treated for
apogalnr?, . ypgigermxa and
ni:rthe wea]ﬁ:'y suburb of New
" ® Canaan, Conn., where the Tate
 family lives 1n a sprawli
ranch home, neighbors and fel-
low church membex(':sh athtl&e‘
i Presbyterian urc!
s }F;:er:t Cax:l:anyfewere shocked at
: tragedy. .
; th'lf'éheygdes)t,:ribed Tate as an ac-
tive church member, devoted
1 Sunday school teacher, beloved
"} father and loving husband.
4 - Tate’s wife, Sherry, was in se-
clusion with the couple’s four
children, Christopher, a Stan-
4 ford University stuéent; An-
drew, a senior at New Canaan
HS; Melissa, a freshman at the
same school, and Carrie, who is
ip ugl:er h; very dcv;:tatfd:
.said one thurch member.
was really a bright light here.
2He was v‘éry generous and giv-
~ing, and it really permea all
she did.”
¢ Church

ot famiy

«Hallstein called the Tate family

. r*a very in part of the
ychurch

¥ *Tragedy has struck the whole
ﬁdnm:h bgcauae of his death,”
»phe said.

- Similar praise was heaped on
IBerafino — the married father
?‘«uf two sons — in his Stamford
Afpommunaty. .
§¢0“Everyb?dy knows Jim,” said
s Jim Tsirlis, the owner of the
.Rubeis Bros, Deli near the Sera-
#¥ino home. “Everybody hopes he
t&makes it.” )

¢ An across-the-street neighbor
rbro ke,downintears. and we're
+ *“He’s a great .I};," nd were

-wll-praying for t
tuié};o):.ngEvewbody is pulling
%ere. was some foodl‘news_ at
i*lemxt for the family of co-pilot
: Richard Bird, who managed to
:.swim out of the submerged heli-
: after it .

-.eo it:;, 925, was released from
}_Metropolitan Hospital -after
" being treated for hﬁ:themug,
: gnd -veturped to Morris

* County, N.J., home, and wife.

A
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The cause of Tuesday’s crash of a corpo-
rate helicopter at the €0th Street heli-
port, which killed one person and injured
three, is under investigation by federal

rtation officials. But no mystery

attends the fact that — ic e ac-
cident was — things could have been a
great deal worse.

The East 60th Street helipad is on a

' tiny strip of land jutting out into the East

TRiver. It is bordered by the 59th Street
Bridge, the Roosevelt Island tram and
many tall buildings; a cho(fper down on
near{i'mYork Avenue and 61st Street
could have caused many more ies.
All this underlines a disquieting phe-
nomenon: the proliferation of helicopter

flights in the skies over and around Man-
hattan and the potential dangers that re-

sult.

Copter takeoffs and landings in the
area have been on the rise over the past
few years. Just since 1991, there has
been a 23 percent increase in such flights

- ne

in New York City.
The ch r frenzy also touches on
quality-of-life considerations. In some
of the city, the slap of rotor blades
become as commeonplace (and as an-
noying) as blaring car alarms. (The
city-owned 34th Street heliport abuts
New York University Medical Center, for
example.) Some community activists
want to ban tourist flights altogether,
anlg even &h&h flights of news htil;c(g(tﬁs
ayor ani em
of helicopter noise Kﬂuﬁon. He sought
last year to himit number of flights
from 34th Street by ing weekend
travel and reducing operating hours, and
to direct the choppers along preset routes.
Unfortunately, Federal District Judge
Sonia Sotomayor last January stymied
the mayor, ruling that only the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) could reg-
ulate helicopter operations in the city.
Tuesday’s crash underscores why the
city is right to appeal this ruling.
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Danger From the Skies
i In this space last week, we discussed the appropriate
' path to take toward making the skies above the city safer
i for those who dwell underneath: pressure the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA).

After the fatal helicopter crash in the East River on
April 15 - the same day last week’s editorial was pub-
lished — the message rings truer than ever.

At the risk of adding one more voice to the chorus of
denunciations, that chopper could just as easily have
crashed into a residential neighborhood. (The popula-
tion of Community Board 4’s district — containing the
busy 30th Street heliport on the Hudson River ~ was
found to have a population of 84,431 by the 1990 U.S. Cen-
sus.) In last week’s crash, the chopper's body, through
sheer luck, landed in the water, but the tail section flew
at high speed into a terminal building. It takes only slight
imagination to picture the carnage if those tons of steel
came down on a busy West Side street during rush hour.

New York City is truly an engineering marvel, and it's
hard to blame tourists who want to.catch an aerial view
of this wonder of steel, stone and glass. We can't biame
the tourists — we supply the helicopters and sell the tick-
ets. We provide the opportunity for operators to profit
from this menace above.

Tourism is one of New York City's largest sources of
revenue. But is it profitable enough to jeopardize lives?
That, perhaps, depends on who you ask.

The city's Helicopter Noise Coalition — which, despite
its name, is concerned with safety and health issues, not
. just noise — is an alliance of activists and officials who
., arefed up with these profitable but non-essential and po-
i tentially dangerous flights. Well prior to last week'’s

tragic incident, the coalition was warning that such was
bound to happen eventually — and we actually got off
rather lightly. Maybe now critics ~ and bureaucratic foot-
draggers — will be more inclined to admit that the coall-
tion has been right al] along. -,

A

~ .

Alse n Chelsea Clinton News April ~u-32,198>  Pagl 2.
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Copters grounded
after river crash

WASHINGTON — A
flaw found in the helicop-
ter that crashed into the
East River earlier this
month prompted the
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration yesterday to or-

der the European-made

choppers grounded until
they are inspected.
A business executive
was killed in the crash.
‘“The investigation of
the accident revealed
that the tail boom —
which holds the stabiliz-
ing rotor — broke off,”
the FAA said in a state-
ment. “It was determined
the failure was caused by
fatigue cracking.”
- Router
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ﬁ Chopper Furor Leads
to Heliport Shutdown Page

The Mayor is closing the heliport opposite Roosevelt Island.

The action comes in the wake of intensified protests over heli-
copter noise, which followed closely on the heels of the fatal April
15 crash at the heliport when a Colgate-Palmolive chopper lost its

tail rotor and sank in the East River.

g

: The Crash

. by Debra Mount Comet

: “The silence caused me to stop and look up.” That’s what first .

5 }  brought Island resident Tom McEvoy’s attention to the helicop-
ter crash across the East River at the 60th Street Heliport on April

[ 15. Biking along the river around 5:30 '{u.m. McEvoy recalled

his shock at the sight of the falling crafl. “There was a lot of
noise, and then it stopped. | heard a huge splash as it hit the the
water, tilted on its side. In no time, it started to sink.”. ]
L o~ - s - SeeChopper,pageo
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ing safety standards. Joy Held, Ex-  strongre; ulations limiting helicop-  be anno ing, she said “Safetyisfar  problems and his recommenda-
O —.- (o) er 1 ecutive Director of the group said  ters over New York ﬂ.Q.m. Sheas- more SN:,MA Weneed to wuw. ques- mgm. >~6§S=5m the heliport
v —U om page “They are aﬁqow_-._m our quality  sured concemed citizens that to- tions about the legality of the way  too low, “joy riding (particularly

. . of life. Other boards and neigh-  gether noise and SEW hazards  they operate, and about licenses.” by NYPD choppers), performin,

. Losing a rotor blade right after borhood associations have Joined could be halted. onnelle Manhattan Borough President unsafe maneuvers, and levels o
"mro.on,. the w.m.__ h 7 ._mﬁx“o_ he- , _ Ruth Messinger also weighed risk and noise, are among the prob-
.n_o_u.n._.. o_%..o y Colgate- m...ad o - in on the issue. “This recent lems he mentions, He encourages
Palmolive, flipped upside : ’ crash is a grim reminder that the residents to contact the FAA with

trapping the two passengers un- City must take steps to end the  complaints. :

- der 35 feet of deep black wa-
ter. Two crew members were

v . trol of helicopters in New Yo
able to escape. A short time Also mvnwrsman.o meeting, City, as rul recently by a mnﬁ
. later, divers rescued the two City Councilman Gifford e Judge. The city sought to over
: corporate executives. Q.Ou,-_m Miller said “I appreciate the see flj tpatterns and schedules,
Tate, 50, of New Canaan, CT, Board’s concem about the in-  but lost. They are appealing the .
later died while the others were appropriate site of the 60th Jjudgment. "
h..emw.u.w"_.ﬁh.__.:z vehicles and v iport” _.._ e in- Other CB3 Matters :
'workers lined Main Sirest ond terview, he added, “We are try- Other Community Board activy_

the riverwalk between
Rivercross and the Tram. The
“uncertainty of the crash site inj-
4ially had required such a big
rasponse, and although the
units were in constant contact,
their services weren’t needed.
Six helicopters have crashed

aw:mon posed by these helicop-
ga s .

ing to get the helicopters moved
and the Em:n pattern changed
sothey don’t fly over Roosevelt
Island.” Miller focused more
on limiting flights, like tourist
flights, an c:%&:m heliponts in
low-population areas. The 60th
Street site, he explained, could

bedeveloped into a park orres- -

The FAA retains complete no.”.

m.w m=5n>v::o9=_no:=m=4
cluded Vincent Maniscalco m.oB
Assemblyman Pete Grannis’s of-
fice, reporting the assage in the
Assembly of wSo. restored to
the Island’s budget, which awaits
Senate confirmation. .

Speaking out on rent-stabiliza-

i b B e

tion, Nneka Pope said “We can not'
allow any attack on any housing -~
program in any locale which hasa =
vacancy rate of under 5% ,.

‘in the East River in the last

twelve years. Two deaths and a
number of injuries occurred in
those accidents. The most recent

, taurant, serving the area better.
Goodwyn of Maloney’s office re- RIRA Common Council Mem-

us in a resolution for banning all
peated the concerns at the CB8  per Frank Farance, a pilot, spoke

helicopters.” Although the board

did not pass such a resolution at meeting.

Whre

Street

N
"

tragedy focused community atten-

tion on the controversy surround-
,ing the operation of heliports in the
-¢ity. The issue brought activists
son the helicopter issue from around
“the city to the Commun ity Board

8 Meeting held April 16 in Good

m_.ou:oam Chapel.

Community Board 8

. During the public session of that
'meeting, representatives of the
s Helicopter _ﬁ:mn Coalition, an in-

ter-borough advocacy group
: united in a fight against helicop-
{ters. Edward Ellien of Brooklyn

¢ Heights, a member of the HNC,
said”

“The accident probably was a

- malfunction and no maintenance

schedule exists. We support ban-
“ning all helicopters from New
<eﬁ.-

In fact, the FAA laterordered

that meeting, Roosevelt Island
members did voice their con-
cems on the issue.

Island Board member Nneka
Pope called upon the Island
community to join the HNC in
its efforts. In a later interview,
she said “I oppose all non-
emergency flights within the
five boroughs of New York.
What would be the conse-

y:o:nnm if the blade that struck .

e building on the heliport, had
instead hit the Tram, or the
Queensboro Bridge?” Pope
found Istand response thus far

disappointing and she repeated -

her request for Islanders to in-
volve themselves.
At the request of The WIRE,

CB8 member Shirley Margolin
of Roosevelt Island read a fi-

during the Board Meeting to

Councilmember Miller also an-
nounced his appointment as
Chair of the newly-formed Re-

ional Planning Task Force.
m>= interview with him on this
will appear next issue.)

¢

Maloney Applauds
Heliport Closing

Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney applauded this
week’s decision b Mayor
Giuliani to close the Street
Heliport. Maloney called it “a
great start,” but called for ad-
ditional action to insure safety
and control noise pollution.
“We must not have another *
deadly helicopter aggident,”

Lt

-

-

The Mo,

ery letter from Congresswoman

¥ all copies of the model grounded .
% Carolyn Maloney dated April

. 8fter discovering cracks in the tail

{rotors of other BK-117’s. 8. Inthe letter, Maloney recounted Margolin later pointed outthe “clarify a few misconceptions”
* Other members of HNC de- concemns she had ex ressed at a  fact that the 60th Street Heliport  aboy regulation of helicopters. He & J
- »scribed a myriad of complaints, in- meeting with FAA officials, urg-  hasonly a month-to-month lease.  Jager compiled a comprehensive 2 A
. .6huding noisc, sress, gnd provail-  ing them 10 sct quickly “to s Although agreeing the noise can Eno::no::‘g. outlining the T r
sl _ NS N T . C Y e o -~
- . o

e
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"No more

- copterdeaths

Closing the 60th Street
heliport is a great start in our
battle against the city’s helj-

" copter problems. But my

constituents have been com-

. plaining about safety con-

—

cemns and the noise emanat-
ing from the city’s other
heliports for years.

We must ensure that the
helicopters still flying over

-our streets are safe, which is -

. avhy Representative Nadler

and I [have] met with the

* FAA in Washington to con-
: tinue our discussion about

regulating helicopter flights
over the city and controlling
noise pollution.

We must not have another
deadly helicopter accident.

Carolyn Maloney

= Congresswoman

H < P {'7‘3
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Marine Helicopter Crashes

- HUTCHINS, Tex,, May 23 (AP) —
A Marine helicopter crashed and
burst into flames near a school here,
-and the police said there were no
survivors.

" It was not immediately clear how
many people were on board. A Ma-
. Tine spokesman said the helicopter
“Was a Cobra AH-1, which seats rwo. i
... The helicopter crashed Just before
SPM.mawoodedareanearWﬂ-
- mer-Hutchins High School here in
» this suburb about 10 miles southeast
» - of downtown Dallas.
... A woman who saw the crash,
. Velva Washburn, said the helicopter

started making ange noises be-
“fore it went down.

** “The blades continued to turn but

dhere was a wooping sound,” Ms.

Woshburn said. “And that was all.

, ‘There was a pop and then it went’
down.”
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Eight Injured as Helicopter Hits Building
 Witness Says Pilot Came In Too Fast, but City Blames the Wind

[or]

st

1 By DAVID ROHDE

wgAs the Liberty tours helicopter
ade its tinal approach over the icy
aters of the Hudson at twilight yes-
ay, Murray Williamson, & tourist
New Zealand. thought to him-
H that the pllot was coming in too
. Seconds later, the helicopter’s
r shredded the side of the small
ding Mr. Williamson was stand-
in, sight people received minor
furies, and another biack mark had
inflicted on the city’s embattied
icopter industry.
The helicopter, which carried eight
. le ‘and is operated by Liberty
$elicopters, skidded into the one-
wiory building at the West 30th Street
" Ieliport, at 4:26 P.M. yesterday after
hit by a strong P{m: of wind,
according to Jerome Haver, di-
wector of the Mayor's Office of
‘Emergency Management. .
* “The bebcopter's main rotor tore
o the side of the bullding, which
bas & wooden exterior, where Mr.
‘Williamson and dozens of tourists
were walting for a $150-a-seat aerial
:mr‘of the city. Mr. Haver said offi-
from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration were investigating the
of the crash.

7 But Mr. Williamson, who said be

;.hndﬂawnmhgﬂwp&zulnhhnﬂve

New Zealand, contended that the pi-
lot approached the landing site at too
high a speed. “He was just coming in
too fast” Mr. Williamson said. It
went straight into the building."”

The crash, which occurred 40 feet
from the Hudson River, proved to be
more frightening than lethal. Of the
elght people who were injured, the
pilot, who suffered & minor injury w0
his hand, a female passenger, who
received a minor injury, and & Lib-
erty employee in the bullding, who
had an asthma attack, were taken to
St. Vincent's Hospital for treatment.
The five others who were slightly
injured refused medical treatroent.

But images of shaken tourists and
Federa) investigatdrs corabing over
a crumpled belicopter were another
blow to an industry already under
attack In April 1897, an executive
was killed and three other people
were injured when their helicopter
crashed in the East River shortly
after lifting off from the 60th Street
beliport. And in August, city officials
moved 10 close the East 34th Street
Heliport after years of complaints
from nelghborhood groups that heli-
copter tours were too noisy and too
dangerous.

Mr. Wiliamson, who arrived in
New York with his wife, son and

daughter on Tuesday, said the sound
of the rotor tearing into the bullding
was like a small explosion. *We were
just getting ready to get on it,” be
said, referring 1o the helicopter that
crashed. **'We were the next in line.”

Passengers in the one-story build-
ing, many of whom were foreign
tourists, panicked. Andrew Marage,
one of the first police officers to
arrive, said mayhem greeted him.
“}t was chaocs In the building,” ho
said. “The helicopter’'s rotor was
lodged into the side of it.”"

Police officers and firefighters,
who feared that the helicopter’s fuel
might ignite, quickly evacuated pas-
sengers from the helicopter and
cleared the area.

Men who answered several tele-
phone calls to Liberty last night

would not identify themselves. “We .

are looking into the incident” one
man said. “We are very thankful no
one was seriously Injured.” A re-
cording identified the company as
Liberty Helicopters, which offers
charter and tour flights.

Company officials and the police
did not identify the pliot last night.
City offictals said they did not know
how much experience the pilot had or
whether he had been involved in any
previous crashes.

The rotors ofg hesicopter sliced i{lto a building at the West 30th Street heliport yesterday afternoon as dozens
of tourists waited to take an aerial tour of the city. Eight people received minor injuries. .
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Vest Side chopper

Tourists flee in terror
as craft hits building

Wicked winds slammed a tourist
heheopter into a small West Side
building last night — but miracu-
lously. only three people suffered
minor injunes 1n  the dramatic
T do ified people waiti

'wo dozen terrified people wai
“on the ground for the nr:ng
for their lives after the aircrafl went
out of control at the heliport at 30th
Street and 12th Avenue.

heard j
sounded like 8 small bomb,” said

. why was half a block away
when the helicopter's rotor sliced
into the hut-hke building

‘1 looked over and saw pieces of
the building flying.” said the 12-year
veteran, wﬁo rus into the build-
ing. “I saw wood flying all over the
place and smoke and dust.”

The AS

havoe erupted, witnesses said,
“A big wind all of 8 sudden came
and biew it off course,” said ltalian

Reported by Linda Massorello,

eresa igon, Murray Weiss

ond Bill Sot . Written by
Trocy Connor,

tourist Iamone Venturini, who was
waiting for another sightaeeing
fh; t. “It was coming at us and we
all ducked for cover, :
“Five minutes earlier and we
would have been on that flight. It
Was 8 miracle they weren't hurt”

British tourist Jason Gattiker said
he thought the helicopter was com-
inginwofmfaupmperhndmg.
'Wenawitcomeinqm’ddy.u'yw
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Aviation Administration would ulti-
iy S e,

o nuer, may-
or's Rﬂ-‘uz of Manage-

second chopper crash this year.

“Do we want this in our city” ahe
said. “We g;_y (hn't,l!?‘e vﬁ}ﬁg{dhel-
mmer' traffic wit is ki popu-
lation density is Just an accident
waiting to happen.

il s, . -5 . S S .
reckage of a chopper that crashed into a West Side heliport building yesterday.
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L: Rescue workers carry one of the injured passen-
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Other loca] incldenta includn
. 31, 1993: A ot died
whin & Couit Ouard champty waed
8t the entrance t New York Harbor.
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1, 1988: A Japanese sight-
when tounst chopper
to the East River near the
Helipart.
18, 1979 Three people died
were injured when a chopper
crashed at Newark Airport.

May 16, 1977: Five were

-
kil when a chopm ti over on
the roof of the then.. Am (now Met.
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RESCUE TEAM swarms over W. 30th St. heliport after chopper struck passenger terminal yesterday, injuring three people.

By K.C. BAXER
and HELEN KENREDY
Oaity Hows Staft writers

A strong gust of wind sent a
tourist helicopter smashing
into the terminal building at
the W. 30th St. heliport yester-
day, but only three people
were burt and the five passen-
gers escaped injury.

The pilot of the choppermd
two . people in the terminal
bulldmx — a female dispatch-
er and a maintenance man —
were taken to St Vincent's
Medical Center with minor
cuts and bruises, officials
said.

The five passengers aboard
the aircraft were shaken but
unhurt — as were three dozen
tourists packed into an ad;a-
cent building who watched in
horror as the helicopter
slammed into the terminal.

A chopper rotor blade cut

Five passengers spared injury

into the wooden building at
30th St. and 12th Ave. Nearby,
foreign visitors waited to sail
the skies over New York

2 Liberty Helicopter
Tours chopper.

Officer David Williams, 38, a
motorcycle cop who was driv-
ing by, said the noise of the
crash “sounded like a small
bomb. I heard the explosion,
and 1 saw pieces of the bulld-
ing flying across 34th St..”

Londoner Steven Rosen, 33,
was waiting on line when he
looked out the window at 4:20
p.in. and saw the chopper
coming in for a landing.

“It looked as if a gust of wind
picked it up and caught it and
slid it straight into the side of
the building,” he said. “There

was a big bang and smoke —
but no flames. People inside
the waiting room were gasping
with shock. Everyone tried to
get out just in case there was
an explosion.”

“The people who got out of
the helicopter looked
shocked. Some of them were
bugging Wach other." Rosen
said.

Eva Gaudibert. 23, a tourist
&omdNew Caledonu Was pan-
icke:

“We were just sitting there

and all of a sudden the heli-
copter's blades cut into the
room. It was very loud. I could
see the blades, there was
wood flying." Gaudibert said.
“We just ran, ran, ran.”

Police Officer Paul Briscoe

;u among the first cops to ar-

‘‘1 saw wood flying. It
chopped up half the building.
When [ ran inside, there was
wcﬁd still floating sround,” he
said.

Briscoe helped one of the
shaken passengers off the
wrecked chopper.

“The guy said he was giad
the helicopter didn't fell in
the water,” he said.

The chopper was an Ameri-
can Eurocopter, considered
one of the most relisble mod-
els. It was impounded yester-
day, awaiting examinatlion by
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion investigators.

Some witnesses said the
chopper appeared to be land-

ncnn-r.—.ql.

elicopter hits terminal

ing too quickly in the 20-knot
winds that gusted to 30 knots.

“I saw them flying in way too
fast Then the helicopter just
came down and went right
into the buiiding,” said Mur
ray Williamson, a tourist from
New Zealand who had been
waiting to take an airborne
tour.

Most waiting tourists can-
celed their $72-for-12-minute
Nlights — but there was loud
grumbling because Liberty
Tours refused to provide im-
medmle refunds.

“We're not going on now be-
cause I'm scared. | was scared
o get on one of these anyway,”
said JoAnna Robson. 38, of
Birmingham. England

“Now this plnre won't give
my money back.

With Michele McPhee,
Alice McQuillan
and Bill Hutchinson
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Subj:  Four Die in Calif. Helicopter Crash
Date: 98-03-23 19:09:50 EST

From: AOL News

BCC: GayleM EdE

Four Die in Calif. Helicopter Crash

.c The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) - An emergency helicopter with a 12-year-old accident victim on board crashed Monday, killing the gin
and three firefighters.

“Tragedy has hit us again,” fire Capt. Steve Ruda said, recalling the death last week of a fire captain who was trapped and
killed while fighting a fire. Until then it had been 14 years since the department had an on-duty fatality, Ruda'said.

The pilot and a crew member sunived the crash of the Fire Department air ambulance, although they were in serious
condition.

Witnesses said the helicopter's engine sputtered and cut out before the craft went down in the Los Feliz area northwest of
downtown Los Angeles, narrowly missing homes.

The pilot appeared to steer the Bell 205 Huey-type aircraft to awid the homes and trees, said Davis Parsons, a deputy fire
chief.

Investigators said the helicopter was coming from the scene of a car wreck where 10 minutes beforehand it had picked up the
injured girl for transport to a hospital. The cause of the crash was unknown.

Janet LaPietra, who lives a block away, said, "It felt like an earthquake.”

Neighbor Beth Jacobs said the neighborhood was fortunate.

“"We feel very lucky he landed in a benign spot,” she said. "It was like a scene from Universal studios.”
AP-NY-03-23-98 1907EST

Copyright 1997 The Associated Press. The information contained in the AP news report may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or otherwise
distributed without prior written authority of The Associated Press.

To edit your profile, go to keyword NewsProfiles.
For all of today's news, go to keyword News.
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$1 beyond the greater New Yerk r

1 National News Briefs _

An ambulance helicopter transporting an ix\j\;red girl crashed yesterd’g'
in Los Angeles, killing the girl and three other people.

"Girl Injured in Wreck
Dies in Helicopter Crash

LOS ANGELES, March 23 (Reu-
ters) — A 10-year-old girl injured in
a traffic accident died today when
rthe ambulance helicopter taking her
to a hospital crashed in a wooded
area in Los Angeles. Three others on
board also died.
. A spokesman for the Los Angeles
? Fire Department, Davis Parsons,
said the pilot and another man on
_ board the Bell 205 helicopter sur-
vived the crash and were hospital-
‘ ized In serious condition with head
" injuries and fractures. '
Mr. Parsons declined to speculate
on the cause of the crash in which the
pilot managed to maneuver the Fire
- Department helicopter away from
hosses to woodland near Griffith H e
Park in the heart of the city. There .
_grere no reports of injuries on the P (2 9
- ground. )
¢
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-, The helicopters that crashed were
based at Nellis Air Force Base.
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12 Airmen Die
‘As Two Copters
-Crash in Dark
“While Training

X3 By STEVEN LEE MYERS

,~ WASHINGTON, Sept. 4 — Two Air

Force helicopters crashed early to-
.-fay on a nighttime training mission-
+over a remote mountainous area in_

Nevada, killing all 12 crew members
~on both helicopters.

. Officials said it was the Air
.-Force’s deadliest accident since Sep-
~tember 1995, when 24 crew members
vdied in the crash of a surveillance
. ‘plane moments after taking off from

Elmendorf Air Force Base in Alaska.

" Today, the two helicopters, each
-with six crew members, crashed
~ about 1 A.M. while flying together 70

miles north of Nellis Air Force Base,

outside Las Vegas, Nev. Two heli-

copters apparently collided, but offi-

cials at Nellis and in Washington said

they would not know for certain until

the Air Force completed an investi- |
~gation.

The helicopters, HH-60 Pave
.Hawks, which cost more than $10

_ million each, were made by Sikorsky
JAircraft, a subsidiary of the United
-Fechnologies Corporation.

The two HH-60 Pave Hawks were
_designed for search-and-rescue mis-
~sions and were assigned to the 66th
IRescoe Squadron -at Nellis. The
. gquadron had recently returned
- §rom duty in the Persian Gulf and

. - Yurkey. The helicopters were taking

.‘part in a routine nighttime exercise

" ‘inside the 5,000-square-mile training

* ‘jange north of Las Vegas, the Air

‘Force’s largest.
'+ They crashed in a mountainous
‘area about 25 miles north of Indian
-$prings, Nev,, that is so rocky and
remote that it took about four hours
for rescue crews from the base, as
well as the Bureau of Land Manage-
ent and the Department of Energy,
to discover the wreckage and evacu-
ate the crew members’ bodies.

- It 'was the first crash of an Air
Force Pave Hawk helicopter since
J995, when one from Osan Air Base
in South Korea crashed, killing five
people. The Pave Hawk has been in
dperation since 1982.

3

*®




DAILY @ NEWS

www.rvy .com

NEW YORK'S -HOM!TOWN NEWSPAPER

ws chopper crashes

Friday, Decemnber 4, 1998

Channel 4 pilot, reporter survive river plunge

By DON SINGLETON and LEO STANDORA

SN BABD DALY NEWS
WRECKAGE of TV news helicopter rests in Passaic River where It crashed on way 10 8 story last night.

L] -
Flying high
Chopper4 was billed as the
“most sophisticated aerial
news-gathering machine
in the world.”

BEBUT: 1995

BOST: $3.8 million. R costs
snother $1 million a year to keep it
In the air.

BMQDEL: EC135 helicopter built by
Eurocopter. IU's powered by two
T50-horsepower
Pratt & Whitney
engines.

EAPABILITIES:
R con fiy up to
172 mph and
climb 1,750 feet
per minute. it can
stay in the sir
sbout 51/ hours
ond fly sbout
400 miles before
refueting.

recorders and editing machines.

They can beam 8 story back to the
station from hundreds of feet sbove
& news scene.

Ouity Nows Suaft Wriers

Channel 4's high-tech news helicopter lost
power and crashed into the murky Passaic River

near Newark yesterday, forcing the pilot and a
cameraman to swim for their lives.

Pilot Terry Hawes, 39, and
Kai Simonson, 28, both of New
Jersey, crawled out of the cop-
ter and swam about a block to
shore, where waiting cops
rushed them to University
Hospital in Newark.

Doctors said both men —
who were in stable condition
with cuts, bumps and bruises
- would be held overnight for
observation.

“They're safe — thankfully,”
said WNBC spokesman Terry
Doll. Dol} thanked Channel 7
for its help, saying the rival
station, whose own chopper
was in the air nearby, cslled
for help as soon as it realized
Chopperd had crashed.

Hawes and Si

Simonson, both
employees of Aerial Films.
which leases the chopper lo
Channel 4, were the only people
aboard the $3.8 million eraft

Chopperd went down about
5:40 p.m. while headed to
Newark to cover a blackout,
suthorities said.

Simonson was quoted as
saying, “We were making 2
turn, and the next thing we
knew, we were in the water.”

On Channel 4's 11 p.m. news-
cast, Ti-Hua Chang reported
that Simonson was married in
September and that his first
call after be was ashore was to
his wife to tell ber be was safe.

Ken Sanbom, president of
Aerial Films, said Hawes
broadcast several Maydays and
reporied one engine out

Video of the crash showed
the craft banking right and
trailing sparks as it dropped
sideways into the river.

A large section of the fuse-
lage and tail rudder remained
above the shallow water a
short distance from the piers
along the shore.

Police Officer Mark McCal-
frey was on bike patrol nearby
when he saw the chopper wob-
bling and sparki

“It seems the pilot was try-
ing to keep it over the river’' to
avoid crashing in a shopping
center parking lot, he said.

The copter landed on its
side, he added. One of the men
shimmied out the door and
was followed moments later

Mechanical woes eyed

BY JAMES RUTENBERG
Dalty Nows St writer .

Investigators looking into
last pight's downing of Chop-
perd will examine everything
from an engine failure to pos-
sible trouble with the air-
craft’s tail rotor, experts said.

Pilot Terry Hawes radioed
shortly before hitting the wa-
ter that one of his engines
went out.

Twin-engine helicopters
like the EC135 are designed
on & fail-safe system — 30 if
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Rivals cooperate
on crash coverage

In a twist for fierce TV
rivais, WNHC-TV/Chan
pel 4 rehied on foolsge
from WABC-TV/Channel
7 to report the news of its
downed helicopter.

WABC's helicopter pro-
vided Channel 4 with the
first live crash pictures.

Faced with uncertainty
over the fate of its heli-
copter crew, WNB(' wait-
ed to report the accident.
allowing its rivals to
break the event on air.

The crash occurred at
$:40 p.m. But it wasn't un-
ti! 6 p.m. that Channel 4
anchors mentioned the
incident

Richard Huff

by the other, McCaffrey said.

Another witness, James
‘Threadcrall, said he heard at
least one of the chopper's en-

ines sputtering off and on be-
ore it went down.

Sanborn said the chopper
appeared to be at about 500
feet when it started dropping

The accident was under in-
vestigation by the Federal
Aviation Administration.

“It’s too early to tell for sure,
but it could bave been a trans-
mission problem or some-
thing.” Sanborn said

Last night's crash recalled
the death of WNBC radio re-
porter Jane Dornacker, who
was killed when her traflic
chopper slammed inlo the
Hudson River during a live
news report Oct 22, 1986. She
screamed, “Hit the water” as
the copler went down.

Channel 4 anchor Dean Shep-
pard was on the air when he
jearned of last night's crash,
and his face froze in a blank
stare. “It's awful. Your heartini-
mediately sinks,” he said.

With Bill Egbert
and Austin Fenner

one eagine goes out, the other
can pick up the slack.

“It’s very rare that two pow-
er plants fail,” said Vincent
Driscoll, chairman of the air- *
planes department at Queens'
College of Aeronautics.

Driscoll said a potential
trouble spot is the helicopter’s
gear shaft or transmission,
which enables the pilot to con-
trol the aircraft.

Investigators also wiil look »
=i the aircraft's tail rotor, =
which stabilizes the chopper.
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News Helicopter Crashes in River Near Newark

By ROBERT D. McFADDEN
A WNBC-TV news helicopter car-

- rying a pilot and a reporter to cover

a power failure in downtown Newark
went down in the shallow, murky
Passaic River on Newark’s north
side last night, but the occupants
were not seriously injured and swam
to safety. .

The cause of the crash was not

| immediately determined, but the

owner of the helicopter said the pilot
had radioed a Mayday signal after
detecting trouble and had made what
he called an emergency landing in
the river.
Witnesses told of popping noises
and flames in the darkness as the
_helicopter, a seven-seater designated
Chopper 4 and bearing the Channel 4
and NBC peacock logos, went into the
river about two miles north of down-
town Newark at 5:40 P.M., the police

No one was seriously injured last night when a WNBC-TV helicopter crashed into

reported.

While the craft fell on its side, it
was only partly submerged and 30 to
40 feet from the west bank of the
river, a winding waterway separat-
ing Newark and Kearney. The pilot,
Terry Hawes, 38, of Pennsauken,
N.J., and the reporter, Kai Simonson,
28, of Morris Plains, managed to
climb out and swim to shore.

Helped over a three-foot retaining
wall by workers from a cement
plant, they were taken to an office
and then by ambulance to University
Hospital in Newark, where they were
treated for cuts, bruises and hypo-
thermia angd listed in stable condi-
tion, according to a hospital spokes-
man, Rogers Ramsey.

“Thank God they’re safe,” said

Terry Doll, a WNBC-TV spokeswom-
An

ken Sanborn, president of Aerial

B1

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1998

Films, of Morristown, the owner of
the helicoper and the emplover of its
crews, said the craft was a twin-
engine German-made ECI135 Euro-
copter that flies out of Caldwell, N.J.
and was leased to WNBC-TV. It was
put into service last March. .
The $3.8 million chopper is a “state
of the art’ craft, Mr. Sanborn said,
with twin engines, either one of
which could keep the craft aloft. He
declined to speculate on the cause of
the crash, which will be investigated
by the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board. But because the simulta-
neous failure of two engines seemed
unlikely, there might have been a
transmission or propeller problem.
Mr. Sanborn said the pilot had '
5,000 hours of flying time, and that
the helicopter had daily checks and
regular maintenance and had not
experienced previous problems.

James Estrin The New York Times

the Passaic River. ’
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WRECKAGE of TV news helicopter rests in Passaic River where it crashed on way to a story last night.

's chop

Channel 4 pilot, reporters

0N RASO DALY NEWS

Flying high
Chopper4 was billed as the
*most sophisticated aerial
news-gathering machine

in the worid.”

REBUT: 1995

COST: $3.8 millon. It costs

Evrocopter. it's powered by two
750-horsepower

\ ‘

{
i

Pratt & Whitney
engines.

CAPABIUTIES:
It con fly up to
172 mph and
ciimbd 1,750 feet
per minute. It can
stay in the air
about 51/2 hours
and fly about
400 miles before
refueing.

EQUIPMENT:
Producers on
board the chopper
have color
cameras, video
recorders and editng machines.
They can beam a story back to the
$tation trom hur.dreds of feet above
& news scene.
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per crashes

urvive river plunge

By DON SINGLETON snd LEO STANDORA

Dexty Nows Stsft wriers

Channel 4's high-tech news helicopter lost
power and crashed into the murky Passaic River

near Newark yesterday,

forcing the pilot and a

cameraman to swim for their lives.

Pilot Terry Hawes, 39, and
Kai Simonson, 28, both of New
Jersey, crawled out of the cop-
ter and swam about a block to
shore, where waiting cops
rushed them to University
Hospital in Newark.

Doctors said both men —
who were in stable condition
with cuts. bumps and bruises
— would be held overnight for
observation.

“They re safe — thankfully,”
said WNBC spokesman Terry
Doll Doll thanked Channel 7
for its help. saying the rival
station, whose own chopper
was in the air nearby, calied
for help as soon as il realized
Choppent had crashed

Hawes and Simonson. both
employees of Aerial Films,
which leases the chopper to
Channel 4, were the only people
aboard the $3.8 million cruft

Chopperd went down about
5:40 p.m. while headed to
Newark to cover a biackout.
suthorities said.

Simonson was quoted as
saying. “We were making &
turn, and the next thing we
knew, we were in the water.”

OnChannel4's 11 p.m news-
cast, Ti-Hua Chang reported
that Simonson was married in
September and that his first
call afler he was ashore was to
his wife to tel] her he was safe

Ken Sanborn, president of
Aeria) Films, said Hawes
broadcast severa! Maydays and
reporied one engine out.

Video of the crash showed
the craft banking right and
trailing sparks as it dropped
sideways into the river.

A large section of the fuse-
lage and tail rudder remained
above the shallow water a
short distance from the piers
slong the shore.

Police Officer Mark McCaf-
frey was on bike patrol nearby
when he saw the chopper wob-
bling and sparking.

“]t seems the pilot was try-
ingtokeep it over the river™ to
avoid crashing in a shopping
center parking lot, he said.

The copter landed on its
side, he added. One of the men
shimmied out the door and
was followed moments later

Mechanical

By JAMES RUTENSERG
Danly Nows Staft wriiar .

Investigators looking into
iast night's downing of Chop-
pert will examine everything
from an engine failure to pos-
sible trouble with the air-
craft's tail rotor, experts said.

Pilot Terry Hawes radioed
shortly before hitting the wa-
ter that one of his engines
went out.

Twin-engine hellcopters
like the EC135 are designed
on s fail-safe system — s0 if

Rivals cooperate
on crash coverage

In a twist for fierce TV
rivals, WNBC-TV.Chan-
nel 4 rehied on footage
from WABC-TV Channe!
7 to report the news ol its
downed helicepter

WARBC's helicopter pro-
vided Channel 4 with the
first hive crash pictures

Faced with uncertamty
over the fate of its heh-
copter crew, WNBC want
ed 1o report the accrdent
wlliowiug ils rivats o
breuk the event on wir

The crash occurred at
540 p m Bulitwasn'tun
ul 6 pam that Channel 4
anchors mentioned the
inaident

Richard Huff

by the other, McCaflTrey suid
Another witness. James
Threadcrafl. said he heard al
least one of the chopper's en-
gines sputtering off and on be-
fore it went down
Sanborn ssid the chopper
appeared to be at about 50(
feet when it started dropping
‘The accident was under Iin
vestigation by the Federal
Aviation Administration
“It's too early to tell for sure.
but it could have beer & trans-
mission problem or some-
thing,” Sanborn said
Last night's crash recalled
the death of WNBC radio re-
porter Jane Dornacker. who
was killed when her traffc
chopper slammed into the
Hudson River dunng a Ine
news report Oct. 22. 1986. She
screamed, "Hil the water” as
the copier went down.
Channel 4 anchor Decan Shep
pard was on the &ir when he
learned of last night's crash.
and his face froze in a blunk
stare. "It's awful. Your heart im-
mediately sinks,” he said
With Bill Egbert
and Austin Fenner

woes eyed

one engine goes out, the other
can pick up the slack

“It's very rare that two pow-
er plants fail.,” said Vincent
Driscoll, chairman of the sir-
planes depariment at Queens’
College of Aeronauties.

Driscoll said » potentiul
trouble spot is the helicopter's
gear shaft or transmission,
which enables the pilot to con-
trol the aircrafl.

Investigators also will Jook
at the aircraft's twil rotor,
which stabilizes the chopper.
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Faulty Repair Seen in 97 Helicopter Crash

By MATTHEW L. WALD

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 — A cor-
porate helicopter that snapped apart
at the tail just after takeoff in April
1997, crashing into the East River
and Kkilling a passenger, had been
improperly repaired with a part that
is vulnerable to metal fatigue, mem-
bers of the National Transportation
Safety Board said today.

The part, a type of hollow rivet,
has also probably been used in other
aircraft in places where it might fail,
officials said. One safety board
member said that the Federal Avia-
tion Administration may eventually
need to require that aircraft brought
in for maintenance be inspected for
hollow rivets installed in inappropri-
ate places.

“This problem is probably more

widespread than we can imagine,”
said the board member, John Goglia,
a former aircraft mechanic who said
he himself had installed many such
hollow rivets as substitutes for solid
! ones.
: The fasteners, called blind rivets,
resemble the heavy-duty picture
hooks sold at hardware stores that
can be pushed through a small hole,
expanded behind the wall and pulled
snug without the installer’s having
access to the other side. Blind rivets
can hasten aircraft repairs because
they do not require mechanics to
remove internal parts to get access
to the inside.

Mechanics at the Colgate-Palm-
olive Company, the owner of the heli-
copter that crashed in New York,
installed the blind rivets in Decem-
ber 1992 when they replaced a part of
the tail that had cracked. When the
tail later cracked again, leading to
the 1997 crash, the rivets were part-
ly to blame, investigators say.

A Federal Aviation Administra-
tion advisory document, which was
cited by safety board members
meeting today to discuss their
staff’s findings in the East River

crash, says blind rivets can be used
with the approval of the aircraft or
rivet manufacturer. But Les Dorr
Jr., an F.A.A. spokesman, said that
the wording of the document *‘could
be confusing” and that the aviation
administration did not mean for me-
chanics to rely solely on the rivet
manufacturer’s advice.

At the safety board’s meeting, Mr.
Goglia displayed a technical docu-
ment from Textron Inc., the manu-
facturer of the rivets used on the
Colgate-Palmolive helicopter, saying
that blind rivets could be used to
replace solid rivets. But other Tex-
tron documents noted that while
blind rivets are as strong as solid
ones in resisting shearing or stretch-
ing, they are less able to withstand

Air safety experts
study a rivet’s role in
a fatal accident.

repeated bending, which is exactly
the stress they were subject to on the
helicopter’s tail.

The safety board postponed for-
mal conclusions but did find a num-
ber of other safety problems in ex-
amining the New York crash. One is
that even as more and more of the
helicopters, BK-117’s manufactured
by the German company Euro-
copter, were developing cracks in the
same spot as the one in the New York
case, Eurocopter was telling custom-
ers that it was safe to reduce inspec-
tions, the board’s staff said.

Initially, the manufacturer recom-
mended inspections every 1,200
hours of flight, then every 2,400 and
finally every 3,600. But in inspections
ordered after the crash, investiga-
tors discovered that nine BK-117's

had developed such cracks.

Colgate-Palmolive had continued
to inspect at 1,200-hour intervals
even after Eurocopter said 3,600
hours was safe. But its mechanics
did not detect the new crack, possibly
because it developed quickly.

At Eurocopter’s American head-
quarters, in Grand Prairie, Tex., the
director of technical support, Tim
Ruddick, said that the company did
not know about the cracks when it
lengthened the inspection interval.
Since the crash, Eurocopter has or-
dered inspections every 300 hours, as
well as the addition of several pieces
of reinforcing metal.

The Colgate-Palmolive crash may
also have been worse because of
relatively lax Federal rules for cor-
porate flights, according to the board
staff. For example, the pilots were
not required to take recurrent emer-
gency training. and the captain, Ed-
ward Thurn, had had none for three
and a half years, investigators said.

But board members said they
were not sure that more recent train-
ing would have made the captain
react more quickly. And there are no
simulators for BK-117’s, limiting the
amount of emergency training that
crew members can do.

In contrast to the rules for com-
mercial flights, Federal regulations
for corporate flights do not require
the crew to tell passengers where life
vests and emergency exits are, and
the Colgate-Palmolive crew appar-
ently did not do so, said Robert Han-
cock, the board’s investigator in
charge of the case. That may be one
reason the two passengers were un-
able to escape the helicopter when it
crashed into the East River after
taking off from the East 60th Street
heliport, investigators said.

The pilots managed to get out of
the submerged, upside-down helicop-
ter; the 1wo passengers were
brought up by police divers after 15
minutes . One could not be revived.
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National News Briefs

2 AreKilled in Alabama
In Helicopter Crash

HELENA, Ala., Nov. 25 (AP) — A
helicopter crashed and burned on
Wednesday in a wooded area about
15 miles south of Birmingham, kill-
ing the pilot and the sole passenger.
The privately owned helicopter, a
Hughes 500, crashed about 7:35 p-m.
near Helena, the police said. The
names of the victims were withheld
pending notification of relatives.
Wilene Minshew said she was in-
side her house when she heard the
helicopter and then an explosion.
It was making a strange sound,
. like someone was dragging a chain
across gravel, but louder,” Ms. Min-
shew said. “'The first thing I saw was
the sky all lit up.”
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Statement presented on behalf of NYU Medical Center, its patients, vi snors and
employees. Presented to the Helicopter Oversight Hearing held by the City Council
Committees on Transportation and the Environment — May 6, 1998

NYU Medical Center is the East 34" Street Heliport’s nearest neighbor — it’s really but a
stone’s throw away.

On a daily basis Medical Center employees complain about noxious fumes from the
heliport. A few go home sick, some must vacate their work space for stretches of time,
and others contemplate leaving their jobs because they are concerned that the fumes are
harming their health.

Perhaps more worrisome are the complaints from patients. In a number of cases patients
in Tisch Hospital couldn’t get the rest they needed to recuperate because of noise from
helicopters taking off and landing. In 1992 the Medical Center retained an independent
consultant who measured the noise in patient rooms that could be specifically attributed
to helicopters. When helicopters were taking off and landing the levels consistently
exceeded those that are allowed under the City’s Noise Control Code. Although the
Medical Center understands the difficulty involved in enforcing the concept of “Quiet.
Hospital Zone™ in a city like New York, we believe that allowing helicopters to fly past
patient windows is a bit excessive.

In addition to noise, patients complain about the air pollution. Our patients in the Rusk
Institute of Rehabilitative Medicine can’t use the outdoor gardens, developed to facilitate
their rehabilitation, because the pollution from the heliport is so intense. Patients have to
breathe helicopter fumes when they go for therapy in the Greenhouse. And the pollution
is present, on a regular basis, in the Children’s Rehabilitative Playground. The consultant
we retained in 1992 was able to document, through air sampling and computer modeling.
that the East 34" Street Heliport is the primary source of this pollution.

For close to 15 years the Medical Center has engaged in a dialogue and lodged
complaints with numerous agencies including the Mayor’s Office, the Borough
President’s Office, the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of
Health, the Economic Development Corporation, the City Planning Commission and the
Department of Ports and Trades. Over the past few years we have testified at numerous
hearings — and presented indisputable documentation that the 34™ Street heliport is
violating laws designed to protect our patients and our staff.

The present situation is untenable. We urge the city to take the necessary steps to protect
our patients, visitors and employees, and prevent the heliport from continuing to operate
in flagrant violation of New York City’s Noise and Air Pollution Control Codes.

Contact: Alan Yood or Jean Goldberg
NYU Medical Center, Environmental Services Departmem
(212) 263-5159

H v < PIsC Aic Pollution
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May 6, 1998

The City Council
Transportation and Environmental Protection Committees

Try to imagine a very loud engine roar, vibrating in your ears along with a thick choking
stench of jet fuel exhaust entering your apartment and neighborhood every moming, dinner hour
and play time with your kids.

My son Max, who is seven now, has been experiencing runny eyes and nosc while playing
with his friends during the take off and landing hours. He is not alone. 1 experience it also and so
do many of my neighbors. We live in Kips Bay Towers on East 30th Street. The vibrations and
noise from the helicopter engines and their constant exhaust fumes are a tremendous health |
hazard.

There are public schools, churches and major hospital, a growing busy community and
thousands of people all right next to this cancer of an air field.

What is the problem in chasing these hazards out of this very busy area? Do I, my family,
my neighbors and all New Yorkers have to endure this havoc? Do we have to live our lives with
these air fields in the middle of our very populated communities? It makes no sense to me. What
are you waiting for? A major disaster to prove all this? We have had many warnings and deaths
in the recent past. Let’s get rid of these dangerous heliports in our midst. They are causing a

great deal of disruption in our daily lives. The are choking us. What are you waiting for?

Concemed Parent

Voter f/'/ W P 87

Tax Payer
New Yorker



April 4, 1998

Governor George Pataki
Executive Chamber

Albany, NY 12224
Re: State-owned helipart at West 30th Street. New York City
Dear Honorable George Pataki:

For several years now | have been a member of the Borough President Task Force
in New York City seeking to address the growing threat of abusive helicopters
which not only violate our rights for safety and peace and quiet in our homes are
a true health menace.

Helicopters' intrusive noise and fumes are a contributing cause of the burgeoning
asthma epidemic in New York City that is taking the lives of its children, senior
citizens, and shortening the lives of those of us who are in between.

Helicopters as well as jet/prop/commuter plane flyovers and hovering cause
myriad other problems as well; they invoke the fight or flight response regardl
of whether we try to ignore the menace, our body responds. Some of the
physical damage caused: higher blood pressure, higher cholesterol, heart
problems, gastro-intestinal problems, lack of concentration (how can you
concentrate when you have a helicopter hoveiing over you which feels like it is
alrcady in your apartment?).....

We need vour assistance now. New York residents do not deserve to be
subjected to this abuse. Stand with us and close the New York skies and reserve
same only for police, fire and medivac activity.

The abuse the residents of this city suffer at the hands of helicopter pilots is
unparalleled in this country; even the national park critters have more rights
than us. There is something very, very wrong with that picture.

Please help us, Governor. Thank you.

Very truly vours,

flve pi§&
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Ms. Judy McClain, Chair

Helicopter Task Force

Manhattan Borough President's Office
New York, New York

Re: Helicopters and National Security in New York City

Dear Ms. McClain:

I recently spoke with four Coast Guard Officers including two current officers and a retired
career helicopter pilot and flight teacher and a retired admiral and commandant. To each
officer 1 described our situation where hundreds of tour and corporate helicopters fly daily
on our rivers and over land including over the UN. and the World Trade Center.

My question to each officer was "Because of the flight path and the huge volume of tour and
other flights and the resulting confusion in the air, wouldn't it be easy for a terrorist

helicopter to slip in under 1200 feet escaping radar detection and drop a charge on the U.N.,
World Trade Center or other strategic building?"

All four men answered emphatically with their personal opinions.
"Yes, vour concerns are well founded. It's a security risk."
"You're right. There's a possibility of a terrorist attack."
"Your analysis is correct.”

"Yes. It should be a no fly zone like Washington."

The officers also told me that the Coast Guard had no jurisdiction to act in this matter and
recommended that we ask the F.A.A.

Confirming our belief that these flights over sensitive areas pose a security hazard, this
Sunday February 16, we saw a Sikorsky helicopter fly directly over the Secretariat building
at 1:05 P.M. Asked about this, the policeman stationed on the street told us "Yes. It happens
frequently.” Even without the threat of a terrorist attack all it would take is a gust of wind or

a broken crank shaft or propeller to cause a giant crash that would create an international
incident.

Hwce 1§85



The letters of agreement attempt to regulate tour paths but say nothing about corporate
flights and they still neglect to mention anything about security problems which we have
established as being a significant factor.

We're asking the F.A.A. to make our rivers and metropolitan New York a no fly zone.

Yours truly,

k City

[fwe (G0
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To whom 1t may concem:

I currently am in the process of purchasing an apartment in a co-op on
East 72nd Street. east of First Avenue. The apartment for which | have just
entered into contract with the seller. is located on the eighteenth floor and
faces east.

I currently live on East 65th Street. also east of First Avenue.
Although my apartment is located on a much lower floor. on a regulate basis
I am disturbed by the clutter of helicopters overhead. The noisc level of the
helicopters is excessive and overrides all other noise pollution one associates
with city hiving.

If the helicopters are disruptive to my home now: | am sure that it will
become even more of an intrusion when I relocate to a higher floor. Besides
the disruptive clatier caused by the helicopters. 1 fear they could also cause a
drop i the value of the property 1 am purchasing. Not to mention the danger
they could possibly pose to the tenants of the buildings they fly over on a
regular basis.

Therefore on behalf of myself. and all others affected by this nuisance |
am submitting this letter in the hopes that something can be done to rectify
the situation.

Cincerelv

[+ e 19|
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5 Spark betésts

By MICHAEL J. YBARRA
Staff Reporter of THE. WALL STREFT JOURNAL
) Nelson Ho, head of the Sierra Club
in ngaii. trekked for three hours through
a rain forest on Hawaii's Big Island re-
cently to reach a remote cinder cone that
bubbles and spits lava.

But the flying tourists got there first. As
many as four helicopters at once hovered
noisily to share the view. *‘Here we are,
spending all this time slogging through the
mud to get to this natural wonder and it
was so rudely thrashed,”” Mr. Ho says. His
hiking companion bared more than his
feelings to the tourists: He turned his back
on them and dropped his pants.

Such sentiments are increasingly
shared by residents, hikers and park
rangers in Hawaii — and in national parks
like the Grand Canyon — who have long
hated the aircraft that swarm over their
natural wonders. After years of complain-
ing, industry foes have finally created
enough of their own uproar that tour
operalors are bracing for restrictions.

The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
and a coalition of environmental and com-
munity groups, for example, petitioned the
Federal Aviation Administration in Janu-
ary for a total ban on flights over the
state’s national parks. “You have an
industry that is entirely out of control,”
8ays Barry Stokes, president of Citizens
Against Noise, a Hawaii group seek-
ing to bridle heli-tours.

Now, Washington is turning a sympa-
thetic ear. In December, Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt called air tourism ‘‘intru-
sive and offensive’” as he announced a
task force with the Transportation Depart-
ment {0 craft rules restricting flights over
national parks. Hawaii's Democratic Rep.
Patsy Mink introduced a bill last year that
would sharply curtail flights over national
parks; similar bills by Democratic Rep.
Pat Williams of Montana and Hawaii's
Democratic Sen. Daniel K. Akaka are
pending.

The »mdustry owes much of the back-
lash to its own success. In Hawaii, where
helicopter excursions are one of the few
segments of the tourism industry to fare
well in a four-year downturn, the industry
expects to fly about 500,000 passengers this
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Helicdpter Tours Are Sparking

' A Growing Number of Protests J'(

Continued From Page Bl

Last year, the Hawaiian and Grand
Canyon air-tour operators, which industry
officials say account for between half and
two-thirds of the industry’'s passenger
count, carried almost 1.3 million tourists
and generated about $175 million in reve-
nue. Nationwide figures aren’t available,
but Mr. Babbitt's task force reports that al-
most a third of national-park managers
have problems with overflights.

It's easy to see the allure for tourists.
pn a recent day above Maui, David Cheva-
lier noses his helicopter down through a
cloud and threads along one of the steep,
inaccessible canyons that slice into the
island’s mountains. Waterfalls tumble
down both sides of the gorge as Mr. Cheva-
lier, a director of the Hawaiian Heli-
copters Operators Association, inches up
to a spectacular cascade so & sunburned
visitor can video the scene. “Awesome,”
the tourist beams.

“Expensive circus rides,” says Dan
Taylor, chief of resources management at
Volcanoes National Park in Hawaii. Mr.
Taylor says he never oversleeps when
camping out in the park’s back country
because helicopters begin buzzing over-
head early in the morning. *Almost every-
body who backpacks is disturbed,” he
says. “Our mandate is to provide a

tranquil experience; that is impossible to
do.”

Hawaiian residents have strung up
banners telling airborne tourists to “Go
Away.” One local painted a helicopter on
his roof with a slash through it; another
was briefly questioned by federal authori-
ties after he called the FAA to say he was
frustrated enough to shoot down chop-

—
) don't trample plants, build fires or leave
trash. “It's a very emotional issue,”.
says Bob DeCamp, president of the Hawalii
Helicopter Operators Association. “Our
passengers are taxpayers; they've paid to
have the parks preserved.” But Mr. De-
Camp says restrictions on overflights of

pers.

The Grand Canyon has fewer resi-
dents to annoy, but plenty of annoyed
visitors. Last year, 750,000 people flew over
the chasm with some 40 different compa-
nies based in five states. A blizzard of
flights reaches 20 an hour during tourist
$eason.

Dennis Brownridge, & teacher who
has visited the canyon for 40 years,

. says he camped in April with a group
of students at a spot on the rim that,
on a map, looked well off the flight
path. Soon after sunrise, planes started

. droning overhead. “You can't get away
from them,” he says.

Air-tour operators insist their craft are

2. democratic, allowing the young, old and

. disabled to visit natural wonders they
couldn't otherwise see. And, they argue,
aircraft are environmentally sound: They

national parks will only increase the num

ber of helicopters buzzing over residents as
pilots divert to other scenic sights.

Dan Anderson, president of the Grapd .,
Canyon Air Tourism Association, $ay., .-
there were only 56 complaints last year,
mostly from “environmental extremists.”

Meanwhile, Hawaii's helicopter associ-

ation says it tries to steer pilots away from -
residential areas where possible and disci-
plines those who flout the rules. It holds .
monthly meetings to listen to citizen con-
cerns and runs & complaints hotline. Siace

March, Maui pilots have voluntarily
avoided the rim of Haleakala Crater.
Detractors aren't impressed. “I've
calied their hotline hundreds of times,” -
says Robert Hanusa, who lives on Maui.
“They don't do anything about it.” i
The antiaircraft issue has been fester-
ing since the federal government passe(
limited measures after a helicopter ool
lided with a small plane in 1986 over the
Grand Canyon, killing 25. In 1987, Coa-
gréss approved the National Parks Over-
flight Act, establishing no-fly zones ov( .
the canyon, banning choppers from £ -
ing too close to the Haleakala rim a:-¥
shielding Yosemite Valley from air to'i
operators. )
But critics say the measures are in
fectual, The 1987 law, which says OV’
flights were creating *‘a significant 8t
verse effect on the patural quiet and
experience’ of the Grand Canyon, ordered
a study on the effect of noise on visitors t /°
national parks. The study isn't finished-
delayed, Interior Department officials s&* .
by difficuities in measuring ‘‘quietness - '
The only rein on the industry sine’
the flight-free zone has been a new $2:
fee charged by the Nationa! Park Service
this year to tour operators each time they
enter into public air space. But a ranget a”

of the operators aren't reporting the.r
flights.

The Interior pepartment task force
says the flight-{ree zones spare miost of the
visitors to the Grand Canyon’s nms und
about 90% of back-country hikers from
being bothered by flights. But the Babbitt

not all, of the gain has been, or may be, lost
as a result of the exponential growth it

aumbers of flights over the canyon.”

a park in Hawaii estimates that two-thu, 2 *

task force says in a report that ““most, if -
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